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A Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) of habitat and species was carried out at intervals between March 
to October 2019. If a planning application for the site is submitted, a full Ecological Impact Assessment 
(EcIA) report will be produced prior to submission. This will provide full detailed interpretation of the 
results, desk studies, assessment of significance of ecological impacts and details of required mitigation and 
biodiversity. 
 
Description of Site 

 

The site comprises sheep-grazed pasture with a species-poor grass 

sward. A 20-25m wide strip of land in the south of the site was 

not accessible during the survey (and subsequent phase 2 surveys) 

due to flood alleviation works taking place in this area. This had 

been recently disturbed due to excavations and was in the process 

of being recolonised. Boundary features around the field parcel 

comprise species-rich hedgebanks. Along the eastern boundary a 

narrow strip of young woodland is present between the hedge bank 

and the field 

 

The grass sward was considered unsuitable for reptiles and ground 

nesting birds. No evidence of Badger activity was noted during the 

PEA survey or subsequent phase 2 surveys although the species is 

considered highly likely to be present in the wider area. 

Hedgerows and woodland are likely to support nesting birds during 

the breeding season. Due to the potential for habitats to support 

Hazel Dormouse and bats, targeted phase 2 surveys for these 

species were undertaken.  

 

Detailed findings will be analysed and documented in the final 

report. 

 

Potential Impacts 

 

It is understood that the site is proposed for a residential 

housing development of ca. 40 units. Proposed development layouts 

were not available at the time of writing. It is anticipated that 

significant negative ecological impacts could be avoided through 

sensitive design including retention of existing boundary 

features, appropriate buffering (through screening planting) of 

the probable bat roost in the deceased tree to the north of the 

site and retention of dark corridors along the eastern boundary. 



It is anticipated that biodiversity enhancements will be included 

within the development design for the site in order to target a 

net gain for biodiversity at the site (specifications to be 

determined during design phase and lead up to planning).  

 


