
MODBURY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN PUBLIC CONSULTATION 

DURING THE MAY FAIR, 1-8 MAY 2016 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

This consultation targeted the whole Modbury community through those attending and 
participating in May Fair events and activities.  Participants were invited to give their views and 
comments on how they would like to see the town develop over the next 15-20 years. The views 
obtained therefore complement the previous whole-community consultation at the White Hart in 
June 2015. Priorities identified through the White Hart consultation of 2015 are indicated in 
parentheses in blue (main themes ***, secondary themes **, minor themes *), for comparison, at 
the end of each section of this report.  

The primary focus of the consultation exercise was the May Fair stall at the street market on 7th 
May. The information obtained here was supplemented by that obtained from those participating 
in the May Fair walks and treasure hunt. 

    1.1 The May Fair Consultation Process, 2016 
 At the May fair stall 7th May and May fair walks, 8th May 2016 a total of 86 people put spots 

on the Modbury map to indicate their place of residence. 
 At the May Fair Stall participants left their written views on Post-it sticky notepaper. 
 The comments of those engaged in discussion at the May Fair stall on the topic of “What 

would you like Modbury to look like in 15 - 20 years’ time?” were noted. 
 At the May Fair stall & walks 42 participants accepted an invitation to consider photographs 

illustrating options for hedges, boundaries and trees, and to indicate their preferences by 
placing sticky dots on a poster. This is described as the Hedges & Edges exercise. 

 As part of the May Fair Treasure Hunt 40 participants accepted an invitation to suggest up 
to 5 things that would improve Modbury over the next 20 years.   

 At the May fair walks 9 participants accepted an invitation to respond to the question: If 
Modbury had a 3 acre field for the community what would you do with it? - by writing and 
drawing their plans on a blank pro-forma field sketch. 

 Additionally, for those who did not attend the May Fair, a Neighbourhood Plan presentation 
was displayed in the Health Centre (promoted by posters in the Tourist Information Centre 
and other localities) for two weeks following the Fair, allowing those interested to add their 
views. The comments and views left in this period are included in the summaries below. 

 
Information, comments and views from the sources described above on the theme of “What would 
you like Modbury to look like in 15-20 years’ time?” have been collated below according to the key 
emergent themes of the White Hart consultation which were used to establish the Neighbourhood 
Planning Group’s current working subgroups. 
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    1.2 Distribution of Addresses 

Residents from a total of 76 addresses gave their views and comments at the May Fair initiative of 2016, 
in comparison with 42 addresses from the White Hart consultation of July 2015. Addresses not 
represented in June last year, at Champernowne, Stones Close/Wakeham’s Close, Silverwell Park and the 
Plymouth Road beyond New Mills, were represented at this year’s May Fair. The May Fair consultation 
therefore gave both a larger and wider representation of comments and views on neighbourhood 
planning issues than that of June 2015 and, the two initiatives together, may be seen to provide a good 
range of views of Modbury residents overall. 

 

2. HOUSING AND TOWN PLANNING  

    2.1 Planning and Development  

    The following views were expressed:  

 New developments should reflect contemporary design, using local materials and traditional 
methods of construction. 

 New developments should be of small scale and should blend in with existing buildings. 
 The Palm Cross Green triangle and new play area (on the old car park) should be made a 

protected village green.  
 Need to ensure that all new developments have adequate drainage provision. 
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2.2 Housing 2026-2031 

    The following views were expressed:  

 Affordable Housing 
o Affordable housing is required, particularly for young locals and first time buyers. 
o First time buyers need a small house and garden in which to bring up their children.  
o Covenants on new houses would allow them to be allocated to local people. 
o A development cost should be added to more expensive houses to be fed back into 

funds for affordable housing.  
o Pre-fab, eco houses are easy to build and good.  

 Social Housing 
Needs were expressed for social housing as an urgent local priority, and for a small 
development of warden-supported housing. 

 Other 

A suggestion to include a self-build policy in neighbourhood plan. 

 

    2.3 Town Square 

Support was given to the creation of a town square to serve as a focal point for the town. 

 
(WH 2015: Affordable housing ***, Sheltered housing, retirement homes and care homes *, Town square *) 
 

3. ROAD SAFETY AND TRANSPORT 

    3.1 Palm Cross Green Area 

 RA1 development: Concern was expressed that traffic calming outside the school would 
lead to backing up of traffic on the main road. 

 A Spur road below Long Park from the RA1 Development was suggested. 
 Concerns were expressed for pedestrian safety at the top of Church Street (see para. 6, 

below), with the suggestion of a bus stop at Palm Cross/top of Church Street to serve 
residents on the west side of town. 

 
(WH 2015: Palm Cross and Church Street ***) 

 
    3.2 Barracks Road Area  

Road safety was seen as a key issue, with the following suggestions: 
 Traffic calming measures are needed.  
 A sign could be placed at the junction of Barracks road and Dark Lane to indicate that 

Sheepham Hill is a single track lane with passing places.  
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 Pedestrian safety problems near the recreation ground could be addressed by the provision 
of a pavement for access to the MARS pavilion.  

 Street lighting could be provided between the Dark lane/Barracks Road junction and the 
recreation ground. 

 
(WH 2015: Barracks Road and Dark Lane **) 

 
    3.3 Brownston Street 
 A one-way system (up) was suggested, with the aim of curbing the speed of traffic and 

allowing improved access and vehicle flow. There were mixed views on this, however, one 
view being that the current situation, with its parking difficulties, was “workable” as it 
served to slow traffic down.  

 Residents parking permits were suggested; for example, for the period 6pm-10am. 
 

(WH 2015: Resident-only parking *) 
 
    3.4 Car Parking  
 More parking spaces were considered desirable, especially in view of the inevitable increase 

in the number of local cars on completion of the Palm Cross Green (RA1) development. 
Parking provision should be should be given due consideration in all new developments.  

 There was a perceived need for safe off-road parking for dropping off and collecting children 
from the school.  

 Concessions, free parking and residents’ parking. Suggestions included allocated parking 
spaces and concessionary permits for traders in the lower Poundwell car park; free parking 
on Sundays, residents parking permits and free resident's parking. 

 Restricted parking. Suggestions were made to remove parking from the area around the war 
memorial and to prevent parking on the double yellow lines outside the Co-op. Car parking 
by the Co-op was seen as a safety issue, both for pedestrians and vehicles.  

 Provision of secure cycle parking was suggested for Poundwell car park. 
 Other suggestions were made for a charging point for electric cars, improved signage to the 

lower car park and provision for loading/unloading in Broad Street. 
 
(WH 2015: Free or reduced rate parking ***; Co-op parking **; Resident-only parking; * CAR PARK signs *) 
 

    3.5 Bus Services and Car Share 

 Regular bus services to Plymouth, Ivybridge and Totnes, including buses for those returning 
late from school, were seen as desirable. 

 Bus shelters were suggested for existing stops, particularly for children waiting for the 
Ivybridge school bus.  

 A bus stop was suggested for the top of town (see para. 1, above). 
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 Other suggestions were for a Sunday bus service and for initiatives to encourage more 
people to use the bus. 

 Car sharing and provision of a car share pool were seen as potentially useful. 

(WH 2015: Bus to Ivybridge/Totnes ***; Car share schemes *) 

 
3.6 Pathways and Pedestrian Safety  

The following suggestions were made:  

 A walkway from the new RA1 development to the industrial estate. 
 Safe cycle paths, particularly for children to use. 
 Safe footpaths to all community facilities. 
 A footpath along Barracks Road to the school 
 A crossing at the top of Church Street. 

 
3.7 Bypass 

There were mixed views on the need for and value of a bypass, particularly in relation to its 
impact on passing trade for traders, and one suggestion of creating a relief road for HGVs from 
Kitterford Cross to Harraton Cross. 

 
(WH 2015: Relief road *) 

 

4. ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY 

    4.1 General Comments 
Suggestions included decreased frequency of cutting grass verges, reducing light pollution by 
street lamps, property improvements in some areas, a community wind turbine and maintaining 
the flow of water courses to reduce flooding risk. 

 

    4.2 Hedges and Edges  

All 42 respondents gave their unanimous preference for the parish countryside to have mixed native 
shrubs, hedges and trees, ground flora rich in wildlife, and for the retention of old field boundaries. The 
garden/road boundaries seen around Modbury were seen to be typified by stone walls, fences, hedges 
and banks and, with the exception of fences, were seen as desirable features of future housing 
developments. The majority of respondents also indicated their preference for the retention of old trees 
and for verges of meadow grass and flowers, rather than mown grass. Overall, there was a clear 
preference for maintaining the environmental character of Modbury and for this to be prioritised in the 
planning of future housing developments. 
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Summary of responses of the 42 participants 

Clear preferences are highlighted in green   
  Number  

1. Do you want the parish countryside to look like photograph A or B?  
          A (no hedges, grass banks, no trees) 0 
          B (Mixed native hedges, ecologically rich banks, native hedgerow trees) 42 

 
 

2a. Do want the hedgebanks along lanes around Modbury to look like photograph C or 
D?  
          C Mown grass with no trees? 0 
          D Groundflora rich in wildlife, native shrubs and trees?  42 
2b. Are the banks in photographs D (old field boundaries) important to retain?  
          Yes 42 
             No 0 
3. Which of the garden/road boundaries seen around Modbury typify the  
    character of Modbury for you?  
          A Stone walls  41 
          B Short mown grass 0 
          C Fence  42 
          D Railings 7 
          E Hedges and hedge banks  23 

 
 

4. Which road side/garden boundary character would you like to see  
    in future housing developments?  
          A Stone walls 23 
          B Short mown grass 0 
          C Fence 0 
          D Railings 8 
          E Hedges and hedge banks 16 

 
 

5. Are some of the old trees of Modbury important to retain?  
          Yes 36 
          No  0 

 
 

6. Would you like to see the verges of Modbury as:  
          A. Mown grass 0 
          B. Meadow grass and flowers 24 

  
  

 (WH 2015: Community open spaces ***, Community renewable energy ***, Allotments *,  

Public footpaths *) 

 
 



MNP May Fair consultation, 2016 
 
 

Page 7 of 8 
 

5. HISTORY AND HERITAGE 

Participants were invited to give their views by responding to a list of specific questions relating to this 
theme. Their responses are summarised below. 
 
 Areas considered important to conserve included the green space between Brownston Street and 

Barrack Road, Long Park green and Cromwell park green, the Millennium meadow, Barracks wall, 
open areas south of town centre, and the valley to Cotlass farm and along Mill Leat. 

 St Georges Church was considered vulnerable. 
 History information plates require regular maintenance. 
 Georgian heritage (sash windows etc.) and the history of Modbury as a market town should be 

reflected in new developments. 
 The character of areas such as Poundwell Square, Church Street, Broad St, Brownston Street, Back 

Street, Galpin Street and Traine, and current green spaces, were seen as vital to the identity of the 
area. 

 Upper Poundwell car park was identified as a suitable location for a town square. 
 Maintenance of footpaths, green lanes and hedgerows, tree planting/landscaping, ensuring 

space/green areas between groups of buildings, minimising litter, and keeping gutters and 
pavements clear of debris and vegetation, were seen as important for maintaining an optimum 
appearance of the town.  

 It was considered important that future developments should not disrupt vistas in conservation 
areas and should not disrupt distinct skylines, such as those of the Ridge Road, Little Modbury, the 
land above Cotlass Lane and from public vantage points such as the top of Galpin Street and 
Brownston Street. 

 
6. COMMUNITY SERVICES AND FACILITIES  
    5.1 General Comments  

A number of comments were made in support of a multi-functional town square, with 
suggestions of benches, trees, markets and a stage area for music/live performances. It would 
also serve as a safe outside meeting place for the town. 

Other suggestions were for the old barn in Poundwell to be used as a museum or visitor centre, 
for improvements to the Memorial Hall, or building a new hall, and for a venue for adult 
education.  

 
A number of verbal comments served to complement the results of the 3 acre field exercise, the 
results of which are presented below. These included suggestions of a community woodland and 
outside leisure areas to include cycle tracks, play/fitness areas and picnic areas.  

 
    5.2 The 3 Acre field  

The sample of sample of 5 adults and 4 children who took part in this exercise is too small to enable firm 
conclusions to be drawn on the opinions of Modbury residents as a whole. The ideas expressed are 
nonetheless generally consistent with, and provide a valid supplement to, the views obtained within the 
hedges and edges questionnaire. The comments of adults and children are combined in the above table as 
both highlighted design factors, landscaping, general facilities, activity areas and wildlife areas as major 
features. Children additionally mentioned bird, bat and hedgehog boxes, beehives and sports facilities. 
Adults additionally mentioned renewable energy production and housing.  
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This exercise was clearly focussed on the field as a community activities area and, while a very few 
comments were made regarding potential housing development, the substantial comments on housing 
have been made elsewhere. 

Summary of responses from 9 participating adults and 4 children 

IF MODBURY HAD A 3 ACRE FIELD FOR THE COMMUNITY WHAT WOULD YOU DO WITH IT?  
  

  
No. of 
ideas 

Total 
ideas 

Landscape features     
Community woodland/meadow for natural play areas/dog walking 4   
Pond 6 24 
Trees 6   
Orchard 4   
Wild flower area 4   
Activity features     
Community events area 1   
Games area/boules pitch 1 16 
Adventure playground/climbing wall/keep fit equipment/zip wire/swing/sandpit/toddler play 
area 14   
General facilities     
Parking 1   
Seats/benches 3 9 
Picnic area 3   
Allotments/community composting area 2   
Wildlife features     
Wildlife area/garden 2   
Bird hide 3 8 
Bird, bat & hedgehog boxes and beehives 3   
Design features     
Dog, wheelchair, cyclist friendly/responsible dog walking/dog walk 3 7 
Paths for walkers/runners/cyclists 4   
Sports facilities     
Swimming pool 2 3 
Rugby pitch 1   
Renewable energy     
Wind turbine/solar panels 3 3 
Housing     
Housing for older people/not large estates/bungalows 3 3 

 

 
  

 (WH 2015: Memorial Hall/Community Hall **)  

7. NOTE 

The topic of business and employment is of integral importance to the development of 
Neighbourhood Plans. While it was not addressed within this present consultation it is a topic of 
ongoing activity within the Business and Employment subgroup of the Neighbourhood Plan Group 
and will feature fully in the Neighbourhood Plan questionnaire currently being prepared for delivery 
to all Modbury households. 


