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MODBURY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN RESPONSE REPORT ON THE JULY 2019 RE-CONSULTATION ON PROPOSED HOUSING DEVELOPMENT SITES 

COMMENTS OF INDIVIDUALS IN FAVOUR OF THE PROPOSAL: This report summarises the comments from individual residents to the advisory re-consultation on 

development sites August 2019. It also outlines the response to these comments and indicates any changes to the Neighbourhood Plan (NP) and  supporting evidence that 

will be made to  prior to  the formal submission of the NP to South Hams District Council (SHDC).   

98 (59%) individuals responded in favour of the proposal; 69 (41%) individuals responded against the proposal. 

 

TOPIC NAME SAMPLE COMMENTS RESPONSE 

A. Would provide 

a better balanced 

distribution of new 

housing across the 

town.  

INDIVIDUAL RESIDENTS  Modbury has become unbalanced with so many homes being 

constructed on the West Side at Palm Cross. The new site will help to 

balance the shape of Modbury. The new home owners will feel more part 

of the town than they would out at Penn Parks. It is a sensible rethink of 

the housing distribution. 

 The expansion of housing has become lopsided at one end of the town 

and has ignored earlier ideas of a more balanced development on a 

number small sites. 

 The Pennparks site, if developed for residential use, would string 

development along the A379, sloping away from the natural i.e. 

historic/geographical centre of Modbury, in a location where residents 

might then be more likely to turn to their cars, and less likely to make the 

everyday social contacts that sustain a community. 

 The newly proposed site is more conveniently situated for access to the 

town and will balance the development area which is now very 

developed at Palm Cross. 

 This is a sensible decision, balancing the distribution of new homes 

around Modbury's centre and avoiding further sprawl to the west. 

 All of the new development should have been built this side of Modbury. 

The spur from Ayleston Park into the next field was agreed by past 

councils with the view to further development when it was needed. 

 The Pennpark site would result in enlargement and further stringing out 

of new development along the A379 towards Plymouth. It would serve to 

 
Support welcomed 
 
The proposal reflects the 
expressed wish for a balanced 
distribution of development 
across the town. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Previous plans have shown the 
intention for further 
development to the east of the 
town. The access spur at 
Ayleston Park and screening 
planting were put in place in 
preparation for this. 
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complete a satellite area of new development which would fail 

satisfactorily to integrate with the character of the town. 

 

B. Would maintain 

viability of the 

town centre and 

community life. 

INDIVIDUAL RESIDENTS  I believe this choice gives a better focus to the town, with the proposed 

development being close to the centre of town, to the shops, pubs and 

other amenities. 

 Proximity of development to town centre is essential to town life. 

 Any housing moving away from heart of the town, where traders attract 

locals and visitors and help keep the town viable, would encourage 

residents to use alternative traders away from the town. 

 
Support welcomed 
An active and accessible town 
centre are assets much valued by 
the community. This proposal is 
designed to support these 
assets. 
 

C. Conforms to 

previous public 

consultations and 

the JLP 

INDIVIDUAL RESIDENTS  The Ayleston Park site provides the type of housing highlighted in all 
consultations on the town.  

 The proposal to replace the Pennpark site with the site east of Ayleston 
Park complies with the results of public consultation meetings held by 
the Parish Council in July 2016 and April 2017. It also offers improved 
outcomes for Modbury and provides a better fit with JLP policies. 

 
Support welcomed 

D. Additional 

affordable homes 

 The need for 

additional 

affordable 

homes 

 

 Provides the 

opportunity 

for greater 

community 

ownership, 

in perpetuity 

 

INDIVIDUAL RESIDENTS 

 
 

 

 More affordable homes are very much needed to allow young folk to 

continue to live locally. 

 I hope that the homes to be provided to the east of Ayleston Park will be 
genuinely affordable, offering homes to the next generation of young 
people wishing to live, work and raise their families in this area. 

 Very important to ensure the 50% is achieved. 

 If 50% affordable housing, in perpetuity, can be achieved on this site, this 

would help the many young people who have been brought up in 

Modbury and would like to stay.  

 It will allow the community to create a development suited to local needs 

and maintain a level of control over the affordability of land and housing.  

 The east of Ayleston Park site has a clear advantage over the Pennpark 

site through offering the possibility of “50% affordable housing to rent or 

buy and which should remain affordable in perpetuity”. 

 
 
Support welcomed 
 
The proposed development 
would be brought forward by 
SHDC using funding from the 
government community housing 
initiative. This is designed to 
increase provision of affordable 
housing. This can only be 
achieved where there is a willing 
landowner. 
A Community Land Trust or 
similar mechanism would ensure 
that new housing would remain 
genuinely affordable. 
The NPG/PC will work 
cooperatively with SHDC to have 
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 The District Council and the local community should be partners in (a) 

the delivery of the type of homes needed, (b) the development of homes 

which are built to a target price, and (c) covenanted to ensure the 

genuinely affordable housing stock is retained as genuinely affordable for 

the future. By supporting this change, Modbury would get the housing it 

needs, not the housing a developer chooses to give it.  

an active voice in the scheme to 
ensure provision of housing 
which best meets the 
community’s needs. 

E. Road traffic and 

town centre 

parking 

INDIVIDUAL RESIDENTS  In all likelihood residents in Penn Parks would feel obliged more times 
than not to drive into central Modbury, which would put further pressure 
on what limited parking is available 

 The land to the east of Ayleston Park would be a safer and more sensible 
location for the proposed housing because there is no footpath on the 
A379 from the Pennpark site and because developing the Pennpark site 
would increase traffic movement onto the main road.  

 
Support welcomed 
 

F. Pedestrian 

safety and access 

to town centre 

INDIVIDUAL RESIDENTS  The east of Ayleston Park site provides the opportunity for residents of 
all ages to have easy walkable access to town centre facilities, 
encouraging social contact and healthy lifestyles. This would also support 
local businesses and reduce reliance on cars. 

 The east of Ayleston Park site would provide easier access to the town 
centre where, according to the Neighbourhood Plan questionnaire 
results, 74% of residents do their smaller, non-supermarket, top-up food 
shopping, while over 80% use the Post Office and pharmacy, and over 
60% use Pickles hardware and the charity shops. 

 New householders would be far more likely to use the local facilities 
when able to walk easily into town 

 
Support welcomed 
Increased pedestrian access and 
encouragement of healthy life 
style are aspirations of the JLP 
and the NP. 

 


