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Independent Screening Assessments:  

1. The Habitats Regulation Assessment (HRA) has been completed by SHDC. This is an assessment 
of any potential impact of a plan or project on conservation of habitat and species which is 
required by European regulations and the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). This is 
required in places which contain areas of particular value or sensitivity. 

2. The Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) has now been completed by the independent 
assessors. The purpose of the assessment is to avoid adverse environmental and socio-economic 
effects through the Neighbourhood Plan, and identify opportunities to improve the environmental 
quality of the area covered by the Neighbourhood Plan and the quality of life of residents.  
The report was comprehensive and largely supportive of the aspirations and policies in our draft 
NP and helpfully highlighted areas for particular attention. The Neighbourhood Plan Group have 
produced a response to the report and this has been sent to the assessors for agreement on a final 
version.  The SEA and our comments have both been reviewed by SHDC. The final report will be 
sent to Natural England and Historic England for information and comment as their views are 
important particularly in relation to development sites. Once the SEA is finalised it will be form 
part of the evidence base for the Neighbourhood Plan and will be available for public information. 

Reconsultation response 

3. The development site reconsultation on the proposal to substitute the site east of Ayleston Park 
for the site at Penn Parks resulted in 59% support of the substitution and 41% opposed. A detailed 
response document has been prepared but has been awaiting the outcome of the screening 
assessments and independent review by SHDC. Once this has been finalised the response 
document will be available for public information. The screening assessments and the outcome of 
all consultations will be available to the independent inspectors once the Neighbourhood Plan is 
submitted. 

Finalising the Plan 

4. A meeting was held with the a member of the Community Housing Team at SHDC to discuss 
progress of the proposed project to develop community housing conditional on approval of the 
development site east of Ayleston Park. Issues raised in the recent re consultation were discussed 
and emphasis placed on the importance of appropriate landscaping and high quality design which 
would meet the objectives laid out in the Neighbourhood Plan. 

5. A meeting with the SHDC Neighbourhood Plan Officer is planned shortly to look at any final 
amendments prior to submission of the Neighbourhood Plan. The finalised version of the Plan will 
be submitted to the Parish Council for approval prior to submission to SHDC. 
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