
 

Modbury chooses to embrace the future, without 
compromising its character and environment 

 
It’s three years since the Neighbourhood Plan Group was appointed by the Parish Council to consult with 
Modbury’s residents on how the majority of the community wanted to see Modbury’s future evolve. The 
Plan has now reached its final draft and after review by South Hams District Council and independent 
inspectors, South Hams will ask the people of Modbury to vote on the plan in a referendum later this year. If 
approved by more than fifty percent of those voting, Modbury’s Neighbourhood Plan will take on legal 
status as part of the statutory development plan. 
 
The Neighbourhood Plan will become the yardstick by which all matters relating to planning and land use in 
Modbury will be assessed though to 2034 and beyond. That’s why everyone who cares for Modbury and its 
future should re-acquaint themselves with the Plan that their views and opinions have shaped. The final 
draft of the Plan will be exhibited at the Memorial Hall on Saturday 3rd March from 1:00 – 4:00pm.  
 
Among the objectives set out in the plan is the need to maintain and enhance Modbury’s historic character 
with appropriately scaled and sympathetic development distributed around the town not in a large urban-
like sprawl. This will help new residents integrate into the community and not be isolated from it. Building 
design should follow the guidelines set out in Modbury’s Village Design Statement that requires new 
buildings to reflect the town’s historic architecture and be sympathetic with its rural setting. 
 
Development of new housing should meet the needs of local people, with a range of property sizes that 
includes affordable housing to cater particularly for younger families. There is an unmet need for more 
manageable accommodation for older residents to allow them to downsize and release family 
accommodation for younger households. Enhanced local employment, via facilities for a vibrant commercial 
heart of the town, are encouraged. 
 
Providing and safeguarding public green spaces, along with community buildings, are priorities and a town 
square remains a firm ambition as is increased play provision for the younger members of the community. 
 
It is vital that any development of Modbury does not worsen the already difficult traffic conditions in the 
town. The combination of traffic volume on the A379, large commercial vehicles, pollution and modern 
technology often directing commercial traffic in particular to inappropriate routes, has created serious safety 
as well as environmental concerns. Easing traffic flow by creating one way traffic flow up Brownston Street is 
one remedy being sought. Safe pedestrian links are vital for Modbury. They need improving and must be a 
priority in any new development.  
 
The conservation of Modbury’s unique rural environment, along with support of its sustainability and 
protection of its habitat and wildlife are key elements objectives. 
The Neighbourhood Plan recognises that in order for Modbury to flourish and be a balanced, healthy and 
vibrant place for future generations to live, it must also face the challenges of a fast changing world. The 



Plan reflects the views of the people of Modbury so unsurprisingly it embraces the challenges while retaining 
all that makes Modbury the very special town and community it is.  
 
The full final draft of Modbury’s Neighbourhood Plan, an abbreviated ‘Quick Guide’ and displays explaining 
the Plan’s key components can be seen at the Memorial Hall on Saturday 3rd March from 1:00 – 4:00pm.  
 
 
 
  
 
  


