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The past month has been busy for the NPG. Members of the group have been working with the 
Parish Council on drafting responses to the Joint Local Plan produced by Plymouth, West Devon and 
South Hams councils. 

The JLP has many positive points, including increased awareness of the need for conservation of our 
countryside, maintaining the distinctive character of towns and villages, better public transport links 
and awareness of the need for measures for future energy efficiency. However, we have challenged 
the specific proposals for Modbury on housing numbers on the grounds that they are greater than 
are required, do not fit with the community wishes for integration of new housing, would create 
unacceptable pressure on infrastructure and would alter the distinctive character of the town. 

Those of you who attended the public meeting on April 7th called by the Parish Council and chaired 
by Gary Streeter MP, will have had the opportunity to listen to and debate the arguments in detail. 
We hope that those of you who were unable to attend found the information posted on the NPG 
website and distributed around the town, helpful in providing pointers to making your responses in 
a way that is most likely to carry weight with the independent inspectors when they come to 
examine the Joint Local Plan. 

The NP response to the JLP was accepted by the Parish Council. We know that no proposal is going 
to please everyone but we have done our best to produce a balanced response based on the wishes 
of the community. We have received many positive and supportive comments, for which we thank 
you. 

The Neighbourhood Plan is not just about responding to the JLP proposals about housing numbers 
but is about developing constructive and workable policies for the future development of Modbury. 
We are currently working on putting the draft plan together and are aiming to put this out for 
comment within the next few weeks.  

In keeping with the theme of this year’s May Fair - “It’s easy being green” - the NPG will have a stall 
with information about “green matters” (energy efficiency, building standards and sustainability) 
which we aim to incorporate in the Neighbourhood Plan. We look forward to seeing you there. 

As always, please contact us either via our website (www.modburynpg.co.uk) or post written 
messages at the Parish Council office. 

Ann Turner 

Modbury Neighbourhood Plan Group. 
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