
 MODBURY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN QUESTIONNAIRE 

A BRIEF SUMMARY OF SELECTED KEY POINTS 
 

Questionnaires were delivered to all 756 occupied households within the Parish of Modbury.  
A total of 437 (57.8%) were returned, completed by 745 people, aged 16 and over. 
 
1. HOUSEHOLD QUESTIONS 

 15% of all respondents were in the range 0–17 years; 19% were in the range 18–44 years; 34% were in 

the range 45–64 years; 32% were in the range 65 years and over. 

 80% of households were owner-occupied; 16% were rented privately or from a Housing Association; 3% 

were shared equity homes. 

2. PARISH FEATURES 
 According to your ratings, the positive features of Modbury Parish are: a rural village character with 

distinctive and historic buildings with a good range of shops and small businesses, in a good 

location for access to countryside, places of interest, Plymouth and other towns. 

3. HOUSING AND LAND USE 
 The most preferred sites for additional development were areas F (north of the Plymouth Road, west of 

industrial estate), G (west of Area F, to the north of the Plymouth Road) and I (west of the Palm Cross 

development). Least preferred sites were the SHDC potential preferred site to the west of Long Park, 

and areas D (south of Scalders Lane) and E (in Poundwell - RA2). There was a tendency for people to 

select areas away from their immediate neighbourhoods. 

 82% preferred the additional dwellings to be built as a number of smaller developments and 12% as one 

large housing estate. 

 Your top two priorities for types of new dwelling were 1-2 bedroom houses and sheltered 

accommodation for older or disabled people. Your top priority for type of occupation was 

affordable/shared ownership, closely followed by owner-occupied and social housing.  

 72% of people agreed that Modbury should set up a Community Land Trust to build and manage 

housing forever at lower costs for local people to rent or buy. 

4. TRANSPORT AND ROAD SAFETY 
 48% of respondents use the No. 3 bus occasionally, or up to once per month, while 10% use it at least 

once per week. 
 65% of people use the train stations at Plymouth or Totnes at least occasionally; 29% use the train 

station at Ivybridge at least occasionally. 
 30%said they would make occasional use of a new bus service to Ivybridge and 28% said they would 

use it once per month or more.  
 44% would use a community minibus at least occasionally. 
 Key areas identified for improved pedestrian safety were the top of Church Street by Palm Cross Green, 

Broad Street/by the Co-op, Barracks Road, Dark Lane and the road to the recreation ground. 
 
5. ROAD TRAFFIC AND CAR PARKING 

 The main areas of concern were: congestion (67%), vehicle size (67%), pedestrian safety (62%) and 
traffic speed (61%). 

 71% of respondents suggested a reduction in HGVs and 49% suggested a lower speed limit. 
 49% of respondents were in favour of a relief road; 32% were against, and 19% had no firm opinion. 
 25% respondents gave high priority to additional cycle paths and 22% to additional cycle rack/parking. 

 
6. ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY 

 85% of respondents were strongly in favour of protecting the landscape character of Modbury. 92% 

agreed that new developments should reflect the character of Modbury. 

 70% gave their preference for a larger site for a natural countryside or woodland play area, 63% for a 

larger site for under 12s at the QEII recreation ground and 55% for more small play spaces around 

Modbury. 

 There was strong support for the protection of local green spaces. 

 



7. SHOPPING 
 49% of respondents did their main weekly food shopping at an out-of-town supermarket, while 29% 

shopped in Modbury. For smaller, top-up food shopping 74% shopped in Modbury and 10% in out-of-
town supermarkets. 

 The post office (88%), pharmacy (83%), hardware (69%), and charity shops (63%) were the most used 

non-food shops. 

8. COMMUNITY SERVICES 
 Services rated easiest to access were the chemist (97%), GP (93%) and optician (84%)). 

 For future development, high priority was given to youth facilities (70%), transport for people with 

mobility difficulties (70%), facilities for older people (58%) and play parks (57%). 

 55% of respondents agreed that the space behind the White Hart should be developed as a town 

square. Of the 27% who disagreed many were concerned by the potential loss of parking spaces. 

9. RECREATION AND SPORT 

 Most frequently used facilities were the Memorial Hall and QEII Pavilion.  

 The two most highly rated facilities were the QE11 pavilion and the tennis courts, rated above average or 
excellent by 82% and 76% of respondents respectively.  

 Additional sports facilities considered likely to be needed by 2034 were a swimming pool (49% 
respondents), sports hall (41%), cricket pitch (41%) and gym (40%). 

Additionally, 567 of you made handwritten comments, samples of which were displayed at the exhibition at the 
White Hart on 18th March. These will form an integral part of the full analysis. 

Full details of the questionnaire results are available at modburynpg.co.uk and a paper copy will be 

made available at the Parish Office and the Post Office. 

 

Plymouth and South West Devon Joint Local Plan (JLP) 
 
The final consultation on the JLP started on 
March 15th and runs until 26th April. You may 
have attended the Neighbourhood Plan 
exhibition on the 18th or the SHDC drop in on 
the 23rd March but if you didn't the map shows 
where SHDC consider housing development 
can take place in Modbury up until 2034.  
There has been a shift from their original 
proposal for 80 houses next to Long Park and 
now they suggest 40 houses on part of that 
site and 40 houses on two fields at Penn 
Park, in addition to the 93 currently being built 
at Palm Cross, a total increase over 20 years 
of 173.  This is a 26% increase on the number 
of houses in the Town of Modbury compared 
with a 15% increase in the whole local plan 
area and just 17% in Plymouth including 
Sherford.  

Blue area is currently being built.  Brown areas are SHDC proposals. 

 
Any comments made will be sent to the Planning Inspector who will examine the plan later in the year.  In 
particular, comment should focus on the “soundness” of the plan and whether it has been legally prepared and 
meets the requirements of the National Planning Policy Framework.   Soundness means that the Council has 
planned for the area’s housing, employment and infrastructure needs; that the JLP is based on sound evidence; 
that the JLP can be delivered by 2034; and that the JLP is consistent with national policy, and enables 
sustainable development.  
 
The Parish Council has organised a public meeting, chaired by Gary Streeter, to hear your views on 

Friday 7th April at 7.00pm in the Memorial Hall and will be determining its response at the Parish Council 

meeting on April 10th. 

 


