
 

                               NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

 

 

As most of you will be aware, the draft Joint Local Plan which combines South Hams, Plymouth and West 
Devon has now been published. In the plan, Modbury has been designated as a Local Centre and has been 
given a provisional allocation of a further 80 houses in addition to the 20 allocated for the RA2 site 
(Poundwell). The SHDC preferred site is on land adjoining the current development at Palm Cross Green.  

There is concern both that Modbury has been allocated more housing than other Local Centres and that it 
exceeds local need. Worryingly, the proposed new site could in fact accommodate significantly more houses 
than the proposed 80, thus giving the possibility of pressure for further development. These proposals have 
significant implications for the character of the town and for the ability of the infrastructure to absorb further 
large development. 

The consensus of opinions gathered so far by way of public consultations and the recent public meeting called 
by the Parish Council (chaired by Gary Streeter MP), is that the preference of the community is for smaller, 
mixed developments introduced in phases and in keeping with the character of the town.  

We are also aware of a report by WYG, Planning Consultants for Bloor Homes, indicating their longer term 
intentions to develop other land around Modbury if they can obtain planning permission. The report 
challenges the figures from SHDC, claiming that housing need is significantly higher than has been specified in 
the Joint Local Plan. 

The view of the Neighbourhood Plan Group is that such development, were it allowed, would significantly 
and unacceptably alter the character and balance of the community.   

There are two separate issues here:  

1. Negotiation with SHDC over numbers and the mode of delivery of housing proposed under the JLP. - We 
are keen to ensure that we are suggesting positive alternatives that could work for us. We believe there is 
potential for good quality development on a manageable scale and we have been looking at how this has 
been achieved in other communities.  

2. The aspirations of a developer for development which is not indicated or justified in the SHDC figures.  

Representatives of the Neighbourhood Plan Group and the Parish Council are meeting with our District 
Councillor, Lindsay Ward, and the newly appointed Strategic Planner from SHDC to discuss both the proposed 
housing allocation and the potential threat from developers.  

There will be questions about housing provision and development included in the Neighbourhood Plan 
Questionnaire which is being delivered to every household. Please make sure that you complete these. 
They are an important part of the evidence which goes to make up the Neighbourhood Plan which is to be 
submitted to the council for inclusion in the overall plan which covers the period to 2034. 

As a community we need to co-ordinate our information and efforts so please send comments or suggestions 
via the Neighbourhood Plan website (www.modburynpg.co.uk), or written comments addressed to the NPG 
at the Parish Office. 

At the time of going to press, the date of the NPG October meeting has not been finalised. This will be posted 
on the website and on the Parish noticeboard.  

Ann Turner, Chair, Neighbourhood Plan 


