
MODBURY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

Annual Report to Parish Council, March 2016 

Introduction 

The brief of the Neighbourhood Plan is to coordinate and communicate the views of the 
community about the longer term planning and development of Modbury. This is done by a 
process of information gathering and consultation. The completed report is then submitted 
to South Hams District Council for inclusion in the Local Development Plan which is 
produced by the Council. 

The Neighbourhood Plan Group (NPG) has met at regular intervals over the past year. 
Members of the group have attended events beyond the parish for information on topics 
such as sustainable energy, use of green spaces, models of housing development and 
community engagement. We have also hosted a meeting of other Neighbourhood Plan 
groups to share ideas and discuss common themes. 

Consultation 

The consultation process began with a stall at the last May Fair to provide information about 
the process of Neighbourhood Planning and to invite comments and suggestions from local 
residents about the future development of Modbury. A further larger event was held in June 
at the White Hart when comments were invited on all aspects of Neighbourhood Planning. 
Members of the group arranged a stand at the school to give parents an opportunity to 
voice comments. A further meeting was arranged with members of the school council and 
the children were invited to contribute their drawings and writing about what they would 
like to see in Modbury.  In September a meeting was held at the California Inn for residents 
of Brownston to as part of the process to obtain views from areas of the parish other than 
Modbury town. The information from these events was organised into key emerging themes 
and collated into an interim report. This report is available on the NP website.  

As part of the consultation process, representatives of both voluntary and statutory 
community groups and organisations in Modbury were invited to a meeting in February to 
discuss common themes and opinions about how the current robust network of community 
organisations could be maintained for the future. 

Emerging themes and working groups 

The consultation process, to date, has enabled us to identify the following key emergent 
themes, and a working group has been established for each:  

 Communication 
 Community services and facilities 
 Employment and Business 
 Environment and Sustainability 
 History and Heritage 
 Housing and Development 
 Road safety and transport 



 
The brief of each working group is to focus on current status, to identify needs and to generate 
proposals for future development. As part of looking at the theme of business and 
employment, for example, NPG members attended a meeting of the Chamber of Business 
and Trade in February at which it was agreed to devise a short questionnaire for distribution 
to businesses in Modbury, both members of the Chamber and others, to obtain a clear picture 
of the current state of business and views on future development. 
 

Communication 

All NPG meetings are posted on the calendar on the website (www.modburynpg.co.uk) and 
are open for attendance. We are building up the information on the site and there is a 
facility for comments and questions. There is now also a Facebook page. For those who 
prefer non electronic means of communication, from this month, we will have a 
Neighbourhood Plan box in the Tourist Information office. We publish an update of progress 
in the Messenger together with dates of meetings. 

Plans for the coming year 

A series of meetings will be arranged over the coming months, some of these will be an 
opportunity for informal general discussion and some will focus on specific themes. The first 
of these will be the Housing and Planning meeting in April. We will also have a stall at the 
May Fair. Later in the year we will aim to hold another broader consultation event. All of 
these will feed into themes for the questionnaire which will go out to all households in the 
autumn. 

 

 


