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JOINT NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN MEETING, 11TH JULY 2015 

 

At The White Hart, Modbury 

 

Present:-  representatives from 11 NP groups -  Bickleigh, Bridestowe and Sourton, Brixton, 

Dartington, Harberton, Modbury, Newton and Noss, South Milton, Salcombe, Totnes and 

Ugborough;  Lindsay Ward Chair (District Councillor for Charterlands); Rebecca Black (Strategic 

Planning Officer, South Hams District Council) 

 

Ann Turner (Modbury) welcomed everyone and ran through the housekeeping rules.  

Unfortunately the speaker on Young People's involvement was unable to be present so we would 

therefore use the time for more discussion.  We would have reports from 4 groups and then pause 

for questions and repeat until all groups had spoken.  The proceedings would be recorded to help 

the minutes taker. Everyone was agreeable to this. 

 

Lindsay Ward (Modbury, Chair) said that there were several NP groups in the South Hams at 

different stages.  Neighbourhood Planning was in its infancy and she hoped there would be some 

good ones in the South Hams, and that South Hams would become known as a centre of excellence 

for Neighbourhood Planning. 

 

Ian Smith (Ugborough) clarified that he was attending as an observer. The Ugborough group have 

a rule that they only express group views when two or more members are present. The group has 

been working for 18 months.  They were a “Front Runner” and had been working with Brixton.  

They have a website www.ugboroughplan.org which shows the results of their work to date. 

 

Anna Lunk (Dartington) said they were at the end of their initial consultation.  They have a 

monthly steering group.  They recently held a major housing conference including on housing 

types.  An urgent concern is the relationship between the NP and the SHDC Our Plan and the 

number of houses Dartington would have to accommodate.  It was “the elephant in the room”.  

Dartington Hall Trust was a major landowner with an interest in developing some of their land and 

they were attending the next steering group meeting to discuss their intentions.  Dartington NP 

group have a paid officer working with them, they couldn't manage otherwise.  (Under questions 

later this was paid for 50% from reserves and 50% from Dartington Hall Trust with provisos that 

there was no undue influence.  A total of £15,000 with the officer working on average two days a 

week.) 

 

Ashton Chadwick (Dartington PC vice-chair) said that we need to be pragmatic in the face of 

uncertainty about housing numbers.  It was no good planning for 10 if “Our Plan” comes up with 

300, the inspector will throw the NP out.  But we need to fight for our locality.  They have a web 

site www.dartingtonnp.wordpress.com  

 

Anne Rainbow (Salcombe) said they had been going about 6 months and were at the end of Phase 

1.  They have carried out a brief questionnaire asking for people’s views.  They had 517 responses.  

In order to get the message across to all sections of the community they developed a matrix of the 

contacts of all members of the steering group – which clubs they belonged to etc. and used those 

contacts to spread the word.   They had a low response from the under 40's so the results are not 

statistically sound.  They have a regular newsletter sent round the community and have offered to 

speak to clubs and societies. 

They have four key themes going forward into phase 2: Economy, Housing and Heritage, 

Townscape and Environment, and Infrastructure and Wellbeing.  Job specs for each group are on the 

website  www.salcombeplan.org and they are currently asking for volunteers for the groups.   

 

http://www.ugboroughplan.org/
http://www.dartingtonnp.wordpress.com/
http://www.salcombeplan.org/
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Peter Fleming and Ray Rattenbury (Bridestowe and Sourton). Although from West Devon they 

have been involved with this network since it started and find it very useful.  They have been 

running for 1 year and have a monthly open steering group.  A newsletter goes to every household 

each month.  A questionnaire has been sent to each household online via SurveyMonkey, producing 

a 40% response.  The questionnaire asked for demographics of the family and the results compared 

quite well with the 2011 census.  It had a special section for young people.  There were 50 closed 

questions but also space for free form responses. The full analysis is on the village website. 

(www.bridestowe.org.uk) 

Unlike South Hams, the West Devon villages have been told how many houses they have to find 

sites for.  There are 5 possibilities in the village, none overwhelmingly rejected.  They aim to have a 

plan by April 2015. 

 

FIRST QUESTION BREAK 

 

A question on sources of funding for paid staff.  Dartington answer is in text above.  In Salcombe 

they have access to one of the Town Hall staff for three hours or so a week who fulfils a project 

officer role.  Rebecca Black said that in West Devon they are encouraging use of volunteers to gain 

experience on their CV. 

 

Question on funding for questionnaire printing.  Bridestowe use SurveyMonkey (£300 per year?) 

and their village newsletter. 

 

Dartington are going to put up a new public notice board so people can keep up to date with what's 

going on.  (Money from reserves) 

 

Question on management of open monthly meetings in Bridestowe. - All views are important, 

whether from core group or others.  Everyone who wants gets the minutes of monthly meetings by 

email. 

 

Rose Wood (Modbury) asked how the questionnaire was developed.  Peter said a range of events, 

chats, post it notes and feedback from the parish magazine were used to develop the questions.  

 

Ray Holland (Brixton) said they have been going for about 6 months and have a core team of 6 

including two planners.  There area is the parish, less the new Sherford Town area.  The 

questionnaire for the Parish Plan in 2011 has been useful.  Their first public event was at the village 

fete.   People want to keep a green space between the village and Plymouth and Sherford.  They are 

looking at renewable energy projects with three other parishes.   Being on the A379, traffic calming 

is an issue.  They are looking at means to raise capital for projects and want to know more about 

Community Land Trusts.  Despite all the new housing in Sherford they are expected to find more 

sites in the village.  They would prefer infilling rather than new large sites. 

 

Thea Platt (Totnes) is their paid co-ordinator.  They started in 2011 and are a “Front Runner”.  She 

started in February this year on an 18 month contract for 20 hours per week.  They have £8000 

funding for publicity and task groups.  Steering group members each run a task group.  Transport, 

housing, public open space, sports, economy (and one other?)   

They have a public launch next Saturday (18th July) to recruit more volunteers to the task groups 

and develop ideas.   

They have a website www.totnesneighbourhoodplan.org   and use facebook, logos, flyers and press 

releases to distribute information. They have a database for emailed news items. 

They have had two geography students from Plymouth University doing work with GIS 

(geographic information systems).    

http://www.totnesneighbourhoodplan.org/
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They are using “Planning for Real” workshops for schools in conjunction with the Community 

College.   

Thea is going to a “living project” event to discuss the NP around the campfire with young people! 

Tony Whitty said having a co-ordinator gave a clear sense of direction.  They have task groups for 

specific topics, Jacqi Hodgson is on the Transport group. A priority is the need to know the 

housing figures.  Their problem is that the housing figures for Totnes are met partly in 

neighbouring parishes but their NP boundary is the Town boundary. 

They have a list of projects and next Saturday (18/15) they are holding a drop in session in the 

Library on Fore Street from 10.30 to 15.30.  

They are aiming to have a completed plan by July 2016. 

 

Tim Lewis (South Milton).  South Milton is small by comparison with other villages (317 

electorate).  The main issue is where to put some affordable housing.  They are too small to be on 

SHDC list of villages to have housing allocated.  Their group has been going 8 months and at the 

first meeting 25% of the electorate turned up!  Five on the steering group including a planner and a 

businessman.  Near to getting a questionnaire out with 50/60 questions.  Hope to have a plan early 

2016. 

 

Liz Gilmore (Bickleigh).  They have been running for 2 years, originally part of the Plymouth 

Urban Fringe group.  As well as the rural part of the parish they have Plymouth expansion in 

Woolwell and Roborough.  SHDC haven't specified their numbers yet.  As an example of their 

problems, 500 houses were proposed near Woolwell but when the developer came to the PC 

meeting he said it was a cul-de-sac and 2,500 houses would be needed to put a proper road through 

the development! 

Their core group is 4/5 but is running out of energy.  They had £7,000 start-up which paid for a 

consultant to do a project plan and questionnaire.  It was hand delivered but got a low response. 

They have talked to the key players, Dartmoor National Park etc.  They have draft aims and 

objectives in seven sections. 

Now run out of money and energy.  Need funds for the next consultation.  Have spoken to SHDC 

(Denise Viggars) and Plymouth City Council NP team and found them helpful. 

 

SECOND QUESTION TIME 

 

Anna Lunk (Dartington) liked that Lindsay Ward said South Hams was rich in Neighbourhood 

Planning but was very concerned about the tie up between NP and “Our Plan”.  More housing 

doesn't solve our housing problems.  A lot of volunteers have put a lot of time in on NP and she 

hoped SHDC are valuing it. 

 

Lindsay Ward (District Councillor) said that she would get good practice onto the SHDC website 

and will progress Neighbourhood Planning through SHDC as she is a keen supporter of NP. 

Others commented on a lack of co-ordination from SHDC and no help in guiding people to 

resources like Jason for design, for mapping and for funding sources assistance.  Need a co-

ordinator at SHDC to help. 

 

Rebecca Black (SHDC) agreed that putting out generic info would be helpful.  Doing a NP is 

optional.  The Locality website has details of funding. (www.locality.org.uk)   Also the 

Herefordshire Council had a good section on NP  (www.herefordshire.gov.uk/neighbourhood-

planning) .  For NP to be effective SHDC have to get “Our Plan” right and in a form that can be 

approved by an Inspector with sound evidence.  We will know at the end of this year. 

 

Burda Gage (Modbury) Isn’t the door open to developers because “Our Plan” is being delayed? 

http://www.locality.org.uk/
http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/neighbourhood-planning
http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/neighbourhood-planning
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Rebecca Black (SHDC) We still have a development plan in place. 

 

Rose Wood (Modbury) There is more to NP than just housing.  Open spaces, footpaths etc. 

 

Lindsay Ward (District Councillor) NP doesn't have to be housing focussed. 

 

Rebecca Black (SHDC) NP can be as broad or as narrow as you like. 

 

Ginny Davidson (Harberton) said that NP needs to be inclusive, from the ground up, many people 

had not been aware of NP.  

Their themes are Economy, Heritage, transport, Housing, Sustainability, Social amenities. 

They are a rural area but close to Totnes and a local landowner is offering a site to Totnes for 

housing. 

They used a postcard drop with a prize offered to try and increase responses.  They have an 

informal dialogue with new residents and with some older ones to get an information exchange 

about the parish.  They have a new questionnaire, details on the website 

(www.harbertonparishcouncil.org).  Now have funding problems.  Jason at SHDC (printing section) 

very helpful but could do with more help from SHDC re website and social media – the way to get 

to the younger members of the community. 

They will be continuing information gathering through the summer then start drafting and try to 

influence “Our Plan”. 

 

Chris Lunn and Peter Brown (Newton and Noss) It has been slow progress, had to persuade the 

Parish Council that a NP was needed.  It is not a PC led process but they can “raise a red flag” as 

they have to approve the NP before it is submitted.  Steering group with 5 from PC and 5 non PC. 

Haven't met yet due to recent elections.  There will be a core group and 7 working groups.  

Housing, Environment, Health and Wellbeing, Heritage, River and Harbour.  Each has a leader, but 

none yet found for the Housing Group.  They need a Project Co-ordinator as well. 

A web site is crucial for communication and “ideas bucket” and audit trail for the examiner.  They 

had a £3,000 grant from the Community Foundation (Dept of Communities and Local Government) 

that went on the website.  (www.n3p.co.uk)  

 

Ann Turner (Modbury) said they have been running for 7 months.  Four members of the PC are 

linked on steering group.  About 8 in Core group but it meetings are advertised and open. NPG 

started against a background of housing controversy about a large proposed development. This is 

still not resolved.   

They have had pop-up stalls at the May Fair and at the primary school. The school children are 

getting involved in a “My Modbury” project. A larger community event was held at the White Hart 

to help identify issues. Information from all the events has been put together in a report which 

identifies emerging themes. Meetings are being planned with the Chamber of Commerce and the 

Health Centre. All the local organisations will be contacted to offer information and ask for views.  

A questionnaire delivered and collected by hand (this method achieved a 75% return for the parish 

Plan in 2006). 

The local parish magazine has an article every month on NP. 

A meeting will be held in Brownston, a significant hamlet in the rural part of the parish. 

Currently deciding on the task groups. 

 

THIRD QUESTION TIME 

 

Burda Gage (Modbury) is concerned that house sizes in new developments were getting very 

small, eg third bedrooms hardly had space for a bed! 

http://www.harbertonparishcouncil.org/
http://www.n3p.co.uk/
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Lindsay Ward (District Councillor) said that we need to identify areas of economic growth in the 

South Hams. 

 

Rebecca Black (SHDC) mentioned a study commissioned last year “Facilitating Economic Growth 

in the South Hams” which is on the website 

(http://www.southhams.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=10899&p=0)  

 

Jacqi Hodgson (Totnes) said we need a briefing pack from SHDC identifying the resources 

available.  There should be regular meetings with SHDC.  W Devon has its housing numbers, why 

not South Hams?  Even when the final number is determined, it has to be divided up around the 

district.  How is this going to be done?  Is it all landowner led?  Should we run with scenarios, like 

300 or 400 or 500 houses a year until SHDC come up with something? 

 

Rebecca Black (SHDC) said that previously we were told how many houses to plan for under 

regional and structure planning.  Now we have to do it ourselves. (SHDC) They have looked at their 

housing market areas and done a strategic housing market need assessment and come up with 3 

ranges for the number of houses. There is also the question of the backlog due to underbuilding over 

the past six years.  When a number is agreed it has to be distributed.  This is still to be determined. 

 

Ross Kennerly is now the officer leading “Our Plan”. 

 

Ray Holland (Brixton) said it wasn't just housing numbers, it was the type of housing and access 

to housing that were problems as well. 

 

Ann Turner (Modbury) said questionnaires should always have space for “other issues”; that 

questions should not lead the respondents; and that they should be piloted on a small group before 

general release. 

 

Ann Turner (Modbury) said that it was important that SHDC were seen to be responsive to 

concerns and proactive in providing information and support. 

 

Lindsay Ward (District Councillor) would ensure that best practice is put onto the SHDC website. 

 

Ann Turner thanked people for coming, in particular Lindsay for Chairing the meeting and 

Rebecca Black for representing SHDC.  She also thanked Claudia from the White Hart for use of 

the facilities.  

 

Thea Platt (Totnes) volunteered to host the next meeting, and hoped to invite Ross Kennerly.   

There was some discussion about the possibility of events themed around specific topics. 

Developing and maintaining websites was a common theme. Cllr Ward will ask whether the IT 

officer from SHDC could assist with this. 

 

Thea Platt (Totnes) volunteered to host the next meeting, and hoped to invite Ross Kennerly from 

SHDC. 

 

Meeting closed at 12.45. 

 

RML 13/7/15 

 

http://www.southhams.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=10899&p=0

